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! Government of India
‘ Minisiry of Panchayati Raj
i i¢, Rajentira Prasad Road, Kyishi Bhawan,
New Delhi-110001

- Sunil Kumar, 1A8
Secretary

D.O. No.: J-11011/10/2020-Media Dated: 13 March, 2020

Dear Principal Secretaries /Secretaries,

As you may be aware, the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19), cases have now

. been confirmed in more than 90 countries. Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has

been coordinating the efforts of the Central Government and has also been working
with the State Governments in order to mitigate the impact of the outbreak in India.

2. In this regard, it is requested to facilitate Gram Panchayats and Panchayat Samiti
meetings to spread awareness on COVID-19 and also facilitate environmental
sanitation at village through Village Health and Sanitation Committee in your State.

. 3.1t is also requested that all the necessary action / measures may be taken in close

A\ ' 9 coordination with the State Health Department, which is coordinating all the efforts of

\ ?\ the different agencies within the State. Since this matter is being monitored regularly

N9 | N at higher level, the Ministry of Panchayati Raj may please be informed about the steps
J> | taken and advisories issued in this regard.

;\E B wilh, best wishes ,
b J gt Yours sinCyrely,
i‘ Encl.: as above.

(Sunil'ﬁh%ﬁ%ﬁ

To, _ \/jj

Pr. Secretary/Secretary, Department of Panchayati Raj of all States/UTs

et e S R A S SRS IE—————

Tel.: 014-23389008, 23074309 - Fax: 011-23389028 « E-mail: secy-mopr@nic.in
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SUNIL KUMAR, 148 SECRETARY

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
- MINISTRY OF PANCHAVATI RAJ

- D.O. No.: J-11011/10/2020-Media Dated: 18™ March, 2020

Dear Principal Secretary/Secretary,

As you are well aware, several nCoronavirus-related cases have been reported from
different parts of the country. While preparedness at government-level is appropriate,
precaution, prevention and practicing social distancing can help prevent the spread of the
nCoronavirus-related infection and illness. After extensive consultations with public health
experts, the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has recommended that people everywhere
shall practice “social distancing” to contain the spread of the nCoronavirus.

2, Iri this context, the Government of India has proposed a set of social distancing measures
as a preventive strategy to combat nCoronavirus. This requires cancelling large gatherings,
postponing all non-essential social and cultural gatherings, avoiding non-essential travel,
avoiding crowded public transportation, maintaining personal hygiene & physical distancing,
staying inside whenever possible etc. Advisory on Social Distancing issued by the Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare is enclosed herewith for its circulation (in local / regional languages)
among the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and general public utilizing different media /
methods/ means of communication.

3 Aforesaid social distancing measures are being taken to save lives and protect all
inhabitants of our country. PRIs may be requested to convince the general rural masses that
these preventive measures will result in saving many lives. . The website of the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare [https://www.mohfw.gov.in/] hosts all the relevant, useful and
authentic information relating to nCoronavirus. PRIs may also be requested to visit the websue
of the Mmlstry of Health and Family Welfare regularly for latest / updated information.

4, With consistent effort, proper practicing of social distancing and taking the necessary
precautionary measures, we will be able to stem the spread of nCoronavirus in our country.

W Wam, %af&é’u 9 /R v
¢v
\(\wﬂp") Yours sincgrely,

ey
e T g

Addl. Chief Secretary /Pr. Secretary/Secreta :
Department of Panchayati Raj of all States/UTs.

Encl.: as above.




Adyisory on Social Distancing Measure in view of spread of COVID-19 discase

Social distancing is a non-pharmaceutical infection prevention and conlrol intervention
implemented to avoid/decrease contact between those who are infected with a disease causing
pathogen and those who are not, so as to stop or slow down the rate and extent of disease
transmission in a community. This eventually leads to decrease in spread, morbidity and
mortality due to the disease.

In addition to the proposed interventions, the State/UT Governments may prescribe such other

measures as they consider necessary.

All these proposed interventions shall be in force till 31% of March, 2020. They will be reviewed
as per the evolving situation.

The following interventions are proposed:

1. Closure of all educational establishments (schools, universities etc), gyms, museums,
cultural and social centres, swimming pools and theatres. Students should be advised

1o stay at home. Online education to be promoted.

2. Possibility of postponing exams may be explored. Ongoing exams to be conducted only

after ensuring physical distance of one meter amongst students.

3. Encourage private sector organizations/employers to allow employees to work from

home wherever feasible.

4. Meetings, as far as feasible, shall be done through video conferences. Minimize or

reschedule meetings involving large number of people unless necessary.

5. Restaurants to ensure handwashing protocol and proper cleanliness of frequently
touched surfaces. Ensure physical distancing (minimom 1metre) between tables;

encourage open air seating where practical with adequate distancing,

6. Keep already planned weddings to.a limited gathering, postpone all non-essential social

and cultural gatherings.

7. Local authorities to have a dialogue with organizers of sporting events and com petitions

involving large gatherings and they may be advised to postpone such events.

8. Local authorities to have a dialogue with opinion leaders and religious leaders to
regulate mass gatherings and should ensure no overcrowding/at least one metre distance

between people.
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9. Local authorities to have meeting with traders associations and other stakeholders to
regulate hours, exhibit Do’s and Don’ts and take up a communication drive in market
places like sabzi mandi, anaj mandi, bus depots, railway stations, post-offices elc.,

where essential services are provided.

10. All commercial activities must keep a distance of one meter between customers.

Measures to reduce peak hour crowding in markets.

11. Non-essential travel should be avoided. Buses, Trains and aeroplanes to maximize
social distancing in public transport besides ensuring regular and proper disinfection of

surfaces.

12. Hospitals to follow necessary protocol related with COVID-19 management as

prescribed and restrict family/friends/children visiting patients in hospitals.

13. Hygiene and physical distancing has to be maintained. Shaking hands and hugging as

a matter of greeting to be avoided.

14. Special protective measures for delivery men/ women working in onlinc ordering

services.

15. Keep communities informed consistently and constantly.

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
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Government of India
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
Nirman Bhavan, New Delhi - 110011

ARUN SINGHAL ng
Special Secretary

Tel. : 011-23062857

Telefax : 01123061447 D.O. No. U-12019/12/2020-SNA
E-mall : arun.singhal@nic.in Y{ Dated the § March, 2020

@10«&. -Sul\all y /

As you are aware the Novel CoronaVirus Disease (COVID-19) has now spread to more than 76
countries causing close to 93000 cases and more than 3200 deaths worldwide. The World Health
Organization (WHO) on 30" January, 2020 declared this outbreak as a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern (PHEIC). Though, WHO has not yet declared it to be a pandemic, it has advised
countries to remain prepared for one.

Several confirmed ¢ases have also been detected in India. Although, we are taking all steps
necessary to prevent further importation of such cases and to also prevent local transmission of this
disease in India, it will be prudent to raise community awareness about common signs and symptoms of
this disease and advocate simple public health meéasures, the community may undertake to prevent
infection.

Towards this end, this Ministry s in the process of disseminating pertinent information to the
community through all channels of communication and from all possible vantage points. We have
designed posters & Audio Video products towards this end, some of which are being sent along with this
letter, Soft copies of these are avallable on Ministry's website (https:/mohfw.gov.In/node/4904). You are
requested to widely disseminate the same

‘The Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR) is requested to kindly disseminate the material and put in
a mechanism to ensure that every Gram Panchayat discusses and explains the Dos and Dont's to the
\vﬂlage community at regular intervals.

Tao pre-empt any further risk of spread of COVID-19, | urge you to personally look into this matter.

l’-n.)l‘..”\ ﬂ*:a‘:“ﬂdﬂ ’

Yours sincersly

Ay,

{Arun Singhal)

Shri Sunil Kumar

Secretary,

M/o Panchayati Raj;

Room No. 9, Krishi Bhawan. New Delhi
Email: secy-mopr@nic.in
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